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April 2022 Newsletter 
 

École Publique 

Hillcrest Public School 
433 1st Ave, Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0 

http://hillcrest.lkdsb.net  T: 519-882-2260 

Principal: M. A. Newcombe (Andrew.Newcombe@LKDSB.com) 

Secretary: Mme T. Blakey 

Follow us on Facebook: @ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool 

Starting With Gratitude 

It has been a very dynamic month indeed.  Conceivably the most 

exhilarating thing that occurred this month at school was our 

return from March Break.  The euphoric look on the face of many 

students when returning, as they reacquainted themselves with 

their friends’ and teachers’ smiles for the first time in years was a 

joy to see.  Also, we are excited to have field trip planning in full 

swing.  We are so grateful to have the return of sports and are 

excited for our girls’ and boys’ basketball teams’ seasons in full 

swing.  We are grateful for the nice weather that has started to 

dry up our schoolyard and brought sunshine and warmer weather 

back (with the exception of the cold front experienced this 

week).  We are thrilled to have received twenty-five new iPads 

from the School Board’s French department to assist with our 

Québec/Ontario Penpal program.  Really, there are just too many 

things to count for which we are grateful.  We are looking forward 

to another fun-filled month here at Hillcrest. 

Parking and the Fire Route 

Every school experiences challenges with a lack of parking.  The way our schools are designed 

lends themselves to need a lot of parking for a very short window of time, around fifteen minutes in 

the morning and about the same in the afternoon as parents and buses are dropping off students 

and picking them up.  Our parking lot is no different.  We also know that this is exacerbated during 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 4 

Book Fair Starts (April 4-8) 

April 12 

School Council Virtual 

Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

April 15 

Good Friday (No School) 

April 18 

Easter Monday (No School) 

April 15 

Staffy’s Fundraiser Starts 

May 6 

Staffy’s Fundraiser Ends 

https://www.facebook.com/ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool/
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the snowy months of the year when snow-removal companies need to place mounds of snow 

somewhere, reducing parking even more.  With all of this going on, we prioritize buses to meet their 

needs so that they can arrive and depart quickly and efficiently.  We wish to thank everyone for 

their efforts in promoting safety as we use the parking lot during these bottlenecked times of the 

day.  Consider some of the following things to promote safety and to reduce congestion: 

• Think about parking down the street of the school and adding a small walk to your morning 

and afternoon routines 

• Consider walking to school if you live nearby 

• Consider carpooling with others 

• Please remind students of the importance of using one of the two crosswalks located at the 

front of the school and other parking lot etiquette 

Through it all, we need to remember that emergency vehicles, delivery vehicles, and buses should 

be the only vehicles in the round driveway (Fire Route) out front of the building.  In an attempt to 

keep everyone safe, pylons are placed at the front of the school to direct traffic from the entrance 

of the school.  Our school’s entrance is located so close to the Fire Route.  We are making every 

attempt to ensure that if a student were to run out of the front doors for whatever reason, leaving 

early with a parent, or otherwise, everyone is kept safe.  Please remember to use the parking lot 

before and after school, whether we are dropping our kids off for sports, daycare, etc., and to 

avoid the Fire Route.  Thanks for your assistance. 

Changes to Arrival Procedures 

As announced earlier this month and started on Monday, March 7th, we are grateful to have 

students enjoying some fresh air before school starts from 8:40 until 8:50, rather than coming directly 

to the school, waiting for school to commence at 8:50.  We have noticed that some students are 

arriving before 8:40 a.m. and gathering in the schoolyard, or congregating by the gates of the 

school.  We just want to remind everyone that students should not be arriving before 8:40 a.m.  

There is no supervision in our yard until 8:40 a.m.  Thanks for reminding students of this important item. 

COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test Kit 

In alignment with the updated testing guidance from Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, 

when a student or staff member returns from an unplanned absence, they are able to receive a 

rapid antigen test kit, to be used only if the individual is experiencing symptoms compatible with 

COVID-19.  

Book Fair 

Our Book Fair is starting soon.  This year’s Book Fair will be held online and in person.  The Fair runs for 

one week - April 4-8th.  Virtual orders will be shipped to the school.  In-person purchases will be 

available during both nutrition breaks.  In-person purchases will need to be completed using cash.  
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Classes will come to view available books on Friday, April 1st to make a wish list, but sales cannot be 

made until Apr. 4th. 

To make purchases and to view items sold at the virtual Book Fair, please visit this link: 

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5171356  

Spirit Wear 

Our School Spirit Wear Online Store has recently closed on March 28th.  Now that all orders are 

complete, items are being manufactured and finalized.  Items that were not shipped directly to 

families will be sent to the school.  When they arrive, we will place these orders directly in students’ 

backpacks with their help, unless we are informed otherwise by parents (if the items were 

purchased as a gift, etc.).  We look forward to seeing the Dragons in their new Blue and Gold in the 

coming month. 

Fundraising Efforts 

Often it requires funds to make great things happen for kids.  We appreciate everyone’s support of 

the many different fundraising efforts that are made.  We wish to: 

• Thank the School Council for their organization of the Windover’s Order that just ended on 

Monday.   

• We also are proud of the Student Parliament for their Popcorn Fundraising efforts.  Through 

their endeavors, they have been able to accomplish many exciting things this year, such as 

subsidizing field trip initiatives, and more 

• Please watch for a notification to arrive from School Cash Online for details about our 

upcoming Staffy’s Fundraiser.  

Closing Remarks 

We are grateful that you’re still here and have read the whole newsletter. You’re still clicking on links 

and absorbing information. We know that there is a lot of information that families receive from 

classroom teachers, the school, the school board, and beyond in an effort to communicate with 

families.  Thanks for being an engaged member of our school community and taking the time to 

read this newsletter.  Please feel free to reach out to us here at the school should you need 

anything moving forward. We look ahead with excitement to another wonderful month here at 

Hillcrest. 

https://virtualbookfairs.scholastic.ca/pages/5171356

